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BC Synod 2008 Convention Day 2

Daily Highlights
the 2008 Biennial Convention of the BC Synod
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church

2091 Gordon Avenue, Kelowna, BC
FRIDAY, APRIL 18 - Christ Lutheran Church

8:00 a.m. EUCHARIST

9:00 a.m. BUSINESS SESSION 2

Greetings: Greetings were received from the Office of the Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of the Nelson and the Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Nelson. 
Registration and Attendance Committee Report: 74 Registered clergy delegates, 67 Registered lay delegates and 29 registered Visitors for a total of 170 registered.
1ST Ballot for Secretary: It was announced that the incumbent secretary of the BC Synod had resigned and a that a successor must be elected. An ecclesiastical ballot was used. A successful candidate on this ballot would have to receive 75% of the vote.

Bishop's report

The second business session began with Bishop Gerhard Preibisch’s  report to the biennial convention. Bishop Priebisch reiterated some of the main and crucial points  found in his written report   which may be accessed at the following link: http://www.bcsynod.org/documents/BishopsReports.pdf.  If you are unable to access the report with this link go to the BC Synod  website at www.bcsynod.org , click on “documents” and scroll down to 2008 convention and click on “Bishops’ Report pdf.”

The bishop noted that several congregations in the greater Vancouver area experience average Sunday attendance of between 25-50. The Bishop suggested that these congregations explore the following possibilities: 

· that congregations, especially in Greater Vancouver, explore areas of ministry where they can work cooperatively.

· that congregations be encouraged to develop an area-mission strategy.

· that congregations be encouraged to explore ways in which they can enable the birth of a mission congregation. 
The bishop noted that examples of congregations working cooperatively and supporting missions in our synod and beyond.  The Bishop noted the congregational partnership support provided by Basel Hakka, New Life Chinese, and Vancouver Chinese for the establishment of the mission congregation named Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Surrey. These congregational  gifts, along with financial support from the Mission Development Fund, made the organization of this new congregation possible.  The Bishop noted that All Saints Lutheran in Kelowna continues to grow and reach out to the Glenmore area of Kelowna. 
First Reading of 2008 - 2009 Budget. The Bishop’s report was followed by the first reading of the 2008-2009 budget. The budget for 2008-2009 was similar to the budget for 2007 ($500,000.00). The 2009-2010 budget was increased by $10,000.00 to $510,000.00
10:15 a.m THIRST BREAK

10:30 a.m KEY NOTE SPEAKER - DR. CHRISTIAN EBERHART

Following the second business session, Dr. Christian Eberhart, professor of New Testament at Lutheran Theological Seminary,  gave his first presentation.  He spoke on the theme of the convention, namely, what does it mean to be “In Mission For Others: A People Called.”   
12:00 Noon LUNCH (2 SETTINGS)

1:30 p.m. BUSINESS SESSION 3
Greetings. Greetings were received from a representative of the United Church of Canada. 
2nd Ballot for Secretary: There was no election on the first ballot; therefore, a second ballot for the office of secretary was distributed and the delegates voted. 

Treasurer's report: The Treasurer presented financial statements, together with an auditors report, for the years 2006-2007 and 2007-2008.  
Secretary’s report: The secretary presented the minutes from the 2006 BC Biennial convention, as amended,  together with the Statistical Report of the Secretary – Status of the BC Roster and the congregational directory and statistics. The following changes were noted. Pastor Alan Boerner of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church resigned from the Roster of clergy and Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church severed its ties with the ELCIC. 

Nominating Committee report: The nominating committee of the Synod put forward nominees for the following vacant positions on the Synod Council.  Ordained  – Peace River Conference. Ordained Vancouver Island. Lay – Southern Interior.  Lay- Lower Frazer Valley.  
ELCIC Pension Update - Hildy Thiessen, John Wolff

Hildy Thiessen  noted that the annual report for group services will be out soon. She briefly discussed the unfunded liability obligation arising from the pension fund for senior pastor of the ELCIC. She noted that from 2003-2006 the unfunded liability was significantly reduced by reason of the combined performance of the fund and contributions from congregations. The expectation was that the liability could be eliminated in less than a decade.    
2:30 p.m. THIRST BREAK

3:00 p.m. - 3:50 pm FORUMS

4:10 p.m. - 5:00 pm FORUMS

The following forums were offered: 

Forum #1 Affinity Fraud.

Forum #2 BC Fruit Packers’ Cooperative.

Forum #3 Evangelical Lutheran Worship:

How to introduce a new liturgy for use in your congregation?

Forum #4 Harmony House

Harmony House is a residential facility for women providing rehabilitation from substance abuse and

habilitation to independent living. 

Forum #5 Kelowna Orchards

Forum #6 Living Well, Dying Well 

Forum #7 The Pilgrim’s Pen: Writing as Spiritual Journey.
Forum #8 Visualizing Learning: Exploring the Roles of LCD Projector in the Church.
Forum #9 No Place Like Home: A Resource for Understanding Homelessness.
5:00 p.m. SUPPER (2 SETTINGS)

6:30 p.m. BUSINESS SESSION 4

3rd Ballot for Secretary: With no election on the second ballot, a third ballot was distributed and a vote was taken. 
6:45 p.m. Listening Circles: Pursuant to the mandate of the 2006 biennial convention of the BC Synod, the registered delegates were randomly assigned to one of ten listening circles. The participants in the listening circles discussed themes around  the welcoming of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and  transgendered people into the church. The listening circles were modeled after the listening circles used at the 2005 biennial convention of the ELCIC. The discussions within listening groups were to be treated with the strictest confidentiality. 
8:30 p.m. EVENING PRAYER

9:00 p.m. Bishop’s Reception


