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BC Synod 2008 Convention Day 3


Daily Highlights
the 2008 Biennial Convention of the BC Synod
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church

2091 Gordon Avenue, Kelowna, BC
SATURDAY, APRIL 19, 2008

6:30 a.m. - 7:45 a.m. CLWR Breakfast - Ramada Hotel & Conference Centre, 2170 Harvey Ave.

8:15 a.m. EUCHARIST

9:00 a.m. BUSINESS SESSION 5

Registration and Attendance Committee Report: 74 Registered clergy delegates, 59 Registered lay delegates.

Election of Secretary: The third ballot for secretary did not result in an election. Two more ballots were required to elect a secretary. 

Synod Council Report: The secretary presented the report of the BC Synod Council. The full text of the report can be found at this address: http://www.bcsynod.org/documents/Report_SC.pdf. It can also be accessed by accessing the BC Synod website, clicking on documents and scrolling down the documents page to the 2008 convention, and then click on the “synod council report pdf.” 
Highlights of the Synod Council’s report  would include the following: 

· Funding on the one million dollar Mission Development Fund approved at the 2006 Synod convention  has begun slowly. A consultant will be hired to assist in funding. 

· All Saints Mission congregation is growing and doing well. A new congregation has been added to the Synod, Emmanuel Lutheran in Surrey. It meets in the Christ the King building in Surrey. This is the congregation mentioned in the Bishop’s report as a result of the cooperation of three Asian congregations. 

· Lutheran Campus center has fallen into such a state of disrepair that it will have to be demolished and a new building constructed to replace it. Possibilities include partnership with the Anglican Church in the development of the same or the development of the property as an interfaith center. 
· The Synod, Bishop and Treasurer are involved in a lawsuit with the Christ the King Church over the proceeds of the sale of the church’s old parsonage.  

Committee Reports: The Bishop’s Assistant presented the reports submitted for the bulletin of Reports by the Committee for Faith and Society, the Committee for Missions and World Missions Subcommittee; Committee for Specialized Ministries, Stewardship Committee; Committee for Youth Ministry;  Lutheran Student Foundation;  Committee for Theological  Education and Training. The BC Synod ELW report was presented by  Karen McKenzie, president.
At the conclusion of the report of the Committee for Faith and Society, Pastor Tim Johnson, of  Grace Lutheran, Dawson Creek, asked the following three questions of the committee chair: 

1. Is it the opinion of your committee that this motion says that homosexuality is not viewed as sinful? What is he interpretation of the committee on this question? 

2. Your committee is on record in the BC Synod Newsletter of Spring and Summer 2003 as working for the BC Synod to move ahead to be a “Reconciled in Christ” synod. Is that the committees  intention  with this motion and is that what you understand will happen  if the convention were to pass this motion? 

3. Have you, any members of your committee, or in your knowledge, any representatives of the BC Synod spoken with representatives of Lutheran’s Concerned North America, either in Canada or the USA, about the wording of this motion or its presentation at this convention?

The speaker also asked that information on becoming a Reconciled in Christ synod or congregation be made available. 

The chair of the Committee for Faith and Society initially answered yes, no and yes to the three questions set forth above.  He modified his responses as follows: With respect to the first question, he noted that there were differences in opinion among committee members as to whether homosexuality is viewed as sinful or not sinful.  The chair of  Faith and Society later changed his response to question two from no to yes. Bishop Preibisch attempted to clarify the changed response to the second question by making the statement that the  question of the BC Synod becoming a “Reconciled in Christ” synod would come up at a subsequent synod convention. 

Following  Faith and Society’s report  brochures were distributed which described how a congregation may become a Reconciled in Christ Congregation, as such term is defined by “Lutherans Concerned North America.” For further information consult this web address: http://lcna.org/ric.shtm.  
1st Ballot for Vice Chair: It was announced that the position of vice chair of synod council had been vacated by reason of the vice chair’s acceptance of a call to the office of Assistant Bishop of the BC Synod. The incumbent vice chair of the BC Synod was appointed by Synod Council to serve through this biennial meeting.  An ecclesiastical ballot was used to elect. A successful candidate on this ballot would have to receive 75% of the vote.

Committee on the Report of the Bishop: The Committee on the report of the Bishop  submitted  a report consisting of ten resolutions which essentially affirmed the recommendations made by the Bishop for action in his report. 
10:00 a.m. THIRST BREAK

10:30 a.m. Keynote Speaker - Dr. Christian Eberhart

Following the fifth business session, Dr. Christian Eberhart, professor of New Testament at Lutheran Theological Seminary,  gave his second presentation.   He continued to speak on the theme of the convention, namely, what does it mean to be “In Mission For Others: A People Called ”   

12:00 Noon LUNCH (2 SETTINGS)

1:30 p.m. BUSINESS SESSION 6
2nd Ballot for Vice Chair: There being no election on the first ballot for vice chair. A second ballot for vice chair was distributed to the delegates who voted. The second ballot resulted in an election. The incumbent was elected to fill the position.  
Report of the National Bishop - Rev. Susan Johnson: The full text of Bishop Johnson’s written report can be viewed on the BC Synod website   which may be accessed at the following link: http://www.bcsynod.org/documents/BishopsReports.pdf.  If you are unable to access the report with this link go to the BC Synod  website at www.bcsynod.org , click on “documents” and scroll down to 2008 convention and click on “Bishops’ Report pdf.” Bishop Johnson’s letter speaks of the work of the ELCIC is foreign and local aide, mission and the success that ecumenical partnerships have wrought. Of interest she noted that it is expected that a new study on human sexuality and marriage will be presented to the 2011 convention for approval. 
Bishop Johnson’s oral report drew heavily on a letter to the church dated April 8, 2008. This letter can be accessed at the following web address: http://www.elcic.ca/news.cfm?article=118.
She spoke of five pillars which will guide and support the ELCIC in this time and place: 

· Effective Partnerships – the ELCIC is currently limited in its ability to perform many functions alone, accordingly, the National Church Council (NCC) will strive to use ecumenical partnerships with other church bodies in mission in the world. 

· Diverse Face- congregations must reach out into their communities and invite people into the fellowship of the church and living out the Gospel. Leadership must be shared between men and women. 

· Compassionate Justice – reaching out with the hand of compassion, feeding the hungry, providing shelter for the homeless.
· Spirited Discipleship – deepening discipleship expressed in worship life, study, compassionate service and evangelism. 

· Focused Framework – the NCC has to look at downsizing, changing the size and focus of national conventions and synods also have to look at downsizing, including, consolidating synods.  

Bylaw Committee Report: The secretary presented the bylaw committee report, which included proposed amendments to the BC Synod’s bylaws.  It was noted that the 2006 BC Synod convention had requested that the bylaws be amended to give youth delegates both voice and vote. The secretary noted that no such amendment was prepared in time to be submitted to the delegates.  An amendment to the bylaws was presented which was drafted by the four western bishops. The amendment would permit the BC Synod to participate in an examining committee composed of  representatives from the seminary, each of the four western synods and the bishops. The committee  would meet at the seminary annually for the purpose of examining  candidates for ministry of word and sacrament.  This motion passed.
It was noted that a draft revised model congregational constitution was appended to the Bulletin of Reports for the 2008 biennial convention which among other things: (1) changed the required majority vote for the amendment of any provision of a congregation’s constitution or bylaws from 2/3 to 75%: (2) the percentage vote for any congregation to sever its ties with the ELCIC from 2/3 to 75%; and (3) added a clause which a congregation could ad which would require the executive of any congregation which voted to leave the ELCIC to transfer the congregation’s property to the BC Synod upon the congregation’s leaving the synod/ELCIC. 

It was further noted that the following memorandum was distributed in connection with the revised model congregational constitution: “Clarification regarding the Model Constitution for Congregations: The model constitution for congregations found in  the bulletin of reports is for informational purposes a this point in time. A couple of issues need to be clarified and the model still needs to be submitted to the National Church Council’s constitution committee for review.”       
UBC Campus Report: Amendments were also made to provisions of the Synod bylaws relating to campus ministry in BC and the Lutheran Campus center at UBC in Vancouver which clarified the role of the various governing bodies with respect to campus ministry and property ownership. 
Reference and Counsel report: Reference and Council brought forward several motions some of which included: 
From the Committee for Faith and Society: 

R&C0801: I move that the BC Synod in convention affirm that people of all sexual orientations and gender identities share the worth that comes from being persons created by God and are welcomed into the full life of the synod, in accordance with its constitution and bylaws and its policies. 

Motion R&C0801 was challenged  by two  motions. The first challenge sought to have motion R&C0801   postponed indefinitely on the grounds that it violated Bourinot’s Rules of Order,  inasmuch as the subject motion’s language was ambiguous and unclear. A second motion was made requesting that the BC Synod sitting in Convention vote to change the way votes cast in favor or opposed to R&C0801 are tabulated and the required majority on the motion is calculated and achieved.  Specifically, the votes of the lay delegates and the clergy delegates would be counted separately and that a majority vote approving the motion must be achieved in both groups for R&C0801 to pass. Both these motions were ruled out of order by the chair. The chair’s ruling on both these motions was challenged. The challenge to the chair’s ruling was defeated on both these motions. Therefore, the debate on R&C0801 continued. The debate which followed which was passionate and at times somewhat acrimonious. 
Those opposing  the motion typically  argued that the language of the  resolution was vague. They questioned  the meaning of the statement  “affirm that people of all sexual orientations and gender identities share the worth that comes from being persons created by God . Specifically, they wondered whether this statement could be interpreted in a way which would declare that homosexuality is no longer considered a sin. They also questioned whether the phrase  “welcomed into the full life of the synod” could be  interpreted  that  persons  involved in committed same sex relationships  could be married in the church, their unions be blessed in the church or ordained to ministry of word and sacrament. Others argued that the whole question of  human sexuality, marriage and family has been committed to the national church for study, review and rewriting and it is therefore not appropriate for the Synod to make these statements at this time. Still others challenged the motion on grounds that it failed to even attempt to provide scriptural authority for the thesis statement of the motion that all sexual orientations and gender identities share some status  equally before God.   
Those speaking in favor of the motion typically argued that:  the motion was no more or no less than a motion which welcomed people of all sexual orientations to participate in the life of the congregations of our synod and the BC Synod, without, at the same time, declaring a congregational or synodical position on whether  homosexuality is or is not a sin, or whether homosexuals involved in committed relationships should be permitted to marry in or be blessed by the church and/or be ordained.  It was noted that Reference and Council’s addition of the words “in accordance with its constitution and bylaws and its policies” would preclude marriage and blessings of same gender couples and ordination of homosexuals involved in committed relationships.  
A request was made to give voice (and not vote) to Ms. Emily Eastwood, Executive Director of Lutherans Concerned North America,  a visitor from the United States  and Mr. Lionel Ketola, of Lutherans Concerned Canada, a visitor from Ontario. The chair gave both Ms. Eastwood and Mr. Ketola voice.  Lutherans Concerned North America and Lutherans Concerned Canada are  non-profit organizations which minister to and advocate for gays, lesbians in the ELCIC and Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) our sister church in the US. They shared their personal stories and added their understanding that the adoption of the welcoming motion would not make a statement on whether  homosexuality is or is not a sin, or whether homosexuals involved in committed relationships should be permitted to marry in or be blessed by the church and/or be ordained.
The question was called by the chair and a  voice vote was taken on R&C0801. The chair declared that motion R&C0801 had passed. 
R&C0802: I move that the BC Synod in convention encourage congregations to go through a process of study which will enable them to consider becoming Reconciling in Christ congregations. 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation (RIC) is defined and described in a pamphlet authored by the Lutheran’s Concerned organization. Ms. Eastwood and Mr. Ketola were among the speakers to this motion. Those speaking in favor of the motion wanted to allay the fears of those who spoke against the motion and make it abundantly clear to all present that becoming an RIC does not require the congregation to declare that homosexuality is not a sin or advocate for the ordination of sexually active homosexuals or the marriage/blessing of same gender couples.  
Following more debate, the question was called by the chair and a  voice vote was taken on R&C0802.  The chair declared that motion R&C0802 had passed. 

From the Floor:  

R&C0808: I move that the BC Synod in convention memorialize the National Church to review the policy of Holy Communion to for those who are not yet baptized.  
The question was called by the chair and a  voice vote was taken on R&C0811. The chair declared that R&C0808 had passed. 

R&C0811: I move that the BC Synod in convention memorialize the National Church to allow individual congregations to apply for lottery funds in order to assist the congregations with their individual projects. 

Those supporting the motion tended to emphasize the need of our congregations for funding and all of the good that could be done with the lottery grant money. The hungry could be fed, our physical plants could be repaired and refurbished, mission could be funded by the proceeds of lotteries. Those opposing the motion tended to emphasize the source of the lottery grant money, namely, a vice, gambling. Legalized gambling was described both as a tax on the poor and an addiction; therefore, it would disingenuous of the church apply for and use the proceeds of  a tax on the poor and the fruit of another person’s addiction. 

The question was called by the chair and a  voice vote was taken on R&C0811. The chair declared that R&C0811 had failed to achieve a majority vote.  

Other Business:

Ballots were distributed for the purpose of voting  to fill vacant positions on Synod Council, and lay representative on the Board of Governors of the Lutheran Theological Seminary. There were some elections and additional ballots were required for some positions. The convention recessed until Sunday morning when results of ballots on certain races for positions on Synod Council would be announced.  

