Solid Ground request for Forum at BC Synod Convention

Pastor Tim Johnson, Grace Lutheran, Dawson Creek, BC provides the following synopsis:

This request began at the February 14-16, 2008 meeting of the BC Synod Council.  I was present as Dean of the Peace River Conference for Deans' Report in the morning and then the Deans were invited to stay for the rest of the Synod Council meeting.  During discussion of the upcoming Synod Convention I suggested that Solid Ground be invited to provide a presentation as one of the Forums planned for the Synod Convention.  The Bishop and Synod Council indicated that the way to ask would be by a letter of request.  I came home from the meeting and talked with Pastor Ed Skutshek who then indicated the Executive of Solid Ground would gladly make that request.  I sent the request to the Bishop on March 2, and received his acknowledgement, in time for the meeting of Synod officers planned for March 3. The letter is as follows: 
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Grace Lutheran Church


11101-17 St.


Dawson Creek, BC


V1G 4Z3


Ph. (250) 782-3624


email: grace@pris.ca

Pastor Tim Johnson


March 2, 2008

Bishop Gerhard Preibisch

BC Synod, ELCIC

80 East 10 Ave.

New Westminster, BC

V3L 4R5

Dear Bishop Preibisch,


Please receive this as a request from Solid Ground to make a presentation about Solid Ground as one of the Forums at the 2008 BC Synod Convention, April 17-20, 2008 at Christ Lutheran Church in Kelowna.  I talked this over with Rev. Ed Skutshek this past week and he discussed it with the Solid Ground Executive who would be pleased to have this opportunity.  We would prepare a 50 minute presentation to be provided twice, back to back, during the time scheduled for Forums during the convention agenda.


We would be happy to have this included as one of the convention Forums provided by the Synod or, alternatively, as an independent presentation that takes place at the same times and venue, by request and with your agreement.  Whichever way it is done I hope that it could be included with the advance information that comes out about all the Forums, whether that is in the Bulletin of Reports or in other mailings or distribution.  I will be glad to provide information about the presentation for that purpose and please let me know what the deadline is for submitting that.  


I certainly hope this gains your approval.  I believe that agreeing to this in some form will go a long ways towards allowing many people to feel comfortable about holding differing views about same sex issues in the synod and the church.  









Sincerely,









Pastor Tim Johnson

copy:
Rev. Ed Skutshek

We received no direct reply to this letter of request but understood that the reply may turn up in the Bulletin of Reports.  When the Bulletin of Reports arrived (March 25 in Dawson Creek) I was disappointed to find that all the Forums were listed and that one by Solid Ground was not included.  I responded to the Bishop with my disappointment but also with renewal of our second request  which was to provide an independent presentation at the same time as the forums and available for convention delegates.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1TJ Email March 26, 2008 – facsimile 
From:

"Grace Lutheran Church" < grace@pris.ca>

TO:

"Gerhard Preibisch" <gpreibisch@elclc.ca>

CC:

"Ed Skutshek" <Ed.Skutshek@gracelutherankelowna.com>

Sent: 

March 26, 2008  5:15 PM

Subject:
Convention Forum request again

Dear Gerhard, 

I received the Bulletin of Reports for our April convention just yesterday and was disappointed to see that you (and the other officers?) had not been willing to include a presentation about Solid Ground as one of the convention forums provided by the Synod as I had requested in my letter to you of March 2, 2008. I still think that would have been the best way to have helped us all in this discussion. 

However, there was a second request contained in my letter in this case and I would like to renew that request and would like to know your response to it: Ed Skutshek and myself would still like to provide an independent presentation about Solid Ground which would take place at the same times as the other forums and at a similar venue and which could be announced to the convention and would take place at our request but with your knowledge and with your agreement that it could be announced to the convention. Thus it would not need to speak for the synod or on your behalf but it would go a long way towards acknowledging the legitimacy of holding different opinions in the synod and church. 

I will give this request a few hours or days by email and then will likely phone you if I have not seen a reply. 

Sincerely, 

Pastor Tim Johnson

This second suggestion was also not approved.  This time Bishop Gerhard Preibisch responded with a letter that specifically addressed both requests and confirmed that neither was approved.  (Bishop Preibisch's letter of March 28, 2008 is the following.)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

BRITISH COLUMBIA SYNOD
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada

80 East 10th Avenue, New Westminster, British Columbia V3L 4R5

Tel (604) 524-1318  Fax (604) 524-9255

March 28, 2008

Rev. Tim Johnson


11308 – 17 Street

Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4J5

Dear Tim,

I have received your request for Solid Ground to make a presentation at one of the forums at our 2008 BC Synod Convention or alternately to make an independent presentation.  

Many of the people in our synod passionately hold different views on a number of issues which continue to be debated in our church.   We have received several requests for special forums and presentations at our convention.  Synod Council, in its wisdom some time ago, decided that it is important that at this convention an opportunity is provided for pastors, delegates and visitors to listen to each other.  Therefore, we have scheduled the Listening Circles.

It is my hope and prayer that the Listening Circles will provide a safe environment for all to share their thoughts and hear one another’s perspectives.  I further pray that the circles will facilitate dialogue and lead us to a better understanding of where God is leading our church. 

Your request, therefore, for Solid Ground to make a presentation at one of the forums at our 2008 BC Synod Convention or alternately to make an independent presentation was not approved.

Your servant in Christ,

Bishop Gerhard Preibisch

The possibility of a presentation like this as a Forum at the 2008 BC Synod Convention has generated interest among Solid Ground supporters, particularly here in BC.  This synopsis – and the correspondence – is provided so everyone who is interested may be fully informed of both the request and the response.  All three letters are provided with the full awareness of Bishop Gerhard Preibisch and with his approval.






